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THE  PURIFICATION  OF MERCURY.

Since in preparing normal elements and in filling capil-
try electrometers the use of chemically pure mercury is a

FIG. 46.

wnditio sine qua non} I shall here describe how this is pre-
pared according to the simple method of Hulett.*
The mercury is first shaken up with a solution of mer-
curous nitrate in dilute nitric acid, in order to remove the
major portion of the metals present in it as impurities.
The mercury is then washed with water and dried by heat-
ing in a porcelain dish.
It is next introduced into the distilling apparatus illus-
trated in Fig. 47. A and E are two glass fractional dis-
tillation-flasks. A is set into an iron pot the bottom of
which is covered with a thin layer of sand. S is a cylinder
of asbestos board that gives passage to the side tube D and
the neck of the flask A. The pot P is set upon a tripod and
heated by a Bunsen burner. The neck of the flask A is
narrowed at its upper end. Through this constriction
passes the glass tube / / / which is drawn out into a capillary
at its lower end. The glass tube is held fast in the flask by
a rubber tube that is pushed over the constricted portion
* Zeitschr. f. physik. Chem. 33, 611 (1900).